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By about 1880 it seemed as if the world of science was
fairly well explained. Metaphysics still talked in its
sleep. Theology still preached sermons. It took issue
with much of the new science, especially with geology
and the new evolutionary science of life that went with
the new physical world. But science paid little attention.

For the whole thing was so amazingly simple. There
you had your space and time, two things too obvious to
explain. Here you had your matter, made up of solid
little atoms, infinitely small but really just like birdseed.
All this was set going by and with the Law of Gravitation.
Once started, the nebulous world condensed into suns,
the suns threw off planets, the planets cooled, life resulted
and presently became conscious, conscious life got higher
up and higher up till you had apes, then Bishop Wilber-
force, and then Professor Huxley.

A few little mysteries remained, such as the question
of what space and matter and time and life and con-
sciousness, really were. But all this was conveniently
called by Herbert Spencer the Unknowable, and then
locked in a cupboard and left there.

Everything was thus reduced to a sort of Dead Cert-
ainty. Just one awkward skeleton remained in the cup-
board. And that was the peculiar, mysterious aspect
of electricity, which was not exactly a thing and yet more
than an idea. There was also, and electricity only
helped to make it worse, the old puzzle about " action
at a distance." How does gravitation pull all the way
from here to the sun? And if there is nothing in space,
how does light get across from the sun in eight minutes,
and even all the way from Sirius in eight years ?

Even the invention of " ether" as a sort of universal
jelly that could have ripples shaken across it proved a
little unconvincing.

Then, just at the turn of the century, the whole struc-
ture began to crumble,

, The first note of warning that something was going
wrong came with the discovery of X-rays'.   Sir William